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Acronyms 

 

FIBA International Basketball Federation 

BA Basketball Australia 

BNSW Basketball New South Wales 

BANL Basketball Association of Newcastle Limited 
 
 
 
 

Definitions 

 

Season A calendar year. E.g. 2009. 

Competition Is determined to be the start (Round 1) to the conclusion 
(Grand Final) of a competition. 

Junior competition A competition for players under the age of twenty (20) 
as at 31 December of the year of competition. 

Senior Competition A competition for players of open age. 

Unisex competition Is a mixed social competition, where all participating 
teams comprise both male and female team members. 

Representative player Is a player selected to represent BANL in any BNSW 
sanctioned competition.  Representative player status is 
maintained for any BANL competition for that calendar 
year. 
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Introduction 
 
 
The By-Laws are formulated for the benefit of all. 
 
 
All By-Laws are formulated to: 

·  encourage participation; 
·  provide enjoyment;  and 
·  foster development. 

 
 
The By-Laws are designed to be: 

·  simple; 
·  clear in meaning; 
·  easy to enforce; 
·  consistent; 
·  relevant;  and 
·  enforceable 

 
 
The Association will always operate in the best interest of the game when conflicts occur 
with a Junior Club’s interests. 
 
 
Any issues, suggestions or complaints need to be forwarded in writing to the Competition 
Manager. 
 
 
For all draws, results & ladders please log on to www.newcastlebasketball.com.au 
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1. Registration 

1.1 Every player must be registered with the BANL prior to playing in any BANL 
competition. 

1.2 Proof of identity and age must be supplied when initially registering, or on re 
registration after a lapse, including on line registration. No shortened or 
nicknames will be accepted; (i.e. James Smith is not the same as Jim or Jimmy 
Smith). 

1.3 Proof of identity and / or registration must be presented, on request, by any 
BANL member of staff. 

1.4 Players who have paid their BNSW registration with another association must 
affiliate with BANL prior to playing. 

1.5 Players are required to present their BNSW registration card upon request from 
a BANL staff member. 

1.6 All players’ names must be printed legibly on the game scoresheet prior to 
taking the court. 

1.7 The names of players not participating in the games must be crossed off the 
game scoresheet. 

 

2. Player eligibility 

2.1 Registration applications will only be accepted from players that have no 
outstanding financial obligations with BANL. 

2.2 Any registered player can participate in BANL competitions 
2.3 The age category of an individual player is governed by their age as at 31 

December of the year the season is to conclude, i.e., if the player is in an Under 
12 competition they must still be eleven (11) years of age at the conclusion of 
the year (31 December). 

2.4 Junior players are eligible to play in the Senior Competition in accordance with 
these By Laws. 

2.5 Players aged Under 12 are not eligible to play in the Senior Competition. 
2.6 A player may only nominate for one team in any Junior Competition age group 

during a competition. 
2.7 Players may play in more than Junior Competition one age group, provided they 

meet all other player eligibility criteria 
2.8 The Association retains the right to hold a separate league in which all teams 

may be made up of all Representative players. 
 

3. Behaviour 

3.1 Behaviour of all players, coaches, officials and spectators must at all times be 
sportsmanlike and in the best interests of the game and in accordance with the 
codes of conducts outlined by the Australian Sports Commission. 

3.2 Players and coaches who, in the opinion of the referee, breaches Technical 
Regulations or behaves in an unsportsmanlike manner, can be issued with; (a) 
A Technical or  Unsportsmanlike foul, (b) a five minute ‘Sin-Bin’ or (c) both.  

3.3 The player if Sin-Binned, can be substituted by a legal substitute (if available), if 
not, the team shall continue less one (1) player.  

3.4 When a coach is Sin-Binned, the coach cannot participate in any way with the 
team during the sin-bin period. 

3.5 The score table shall note the time that the player is substituted (in consultation 
with the match officials) and not permit the player to be substituted, until a 
period of five playing minutes has elapsed. 
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3.6 When the coach is sin-binned he/she is to remove him or herself from the bench 
and the score table shall note the time that the coach was sin-binned in 
consultation with the match officials and the coach will not return until a period 
of five (5) playing minutes has elapsed. 

3.7 If a player or coach is Sin-Binned on three occasions during a competition, that 
player or coach will then receive a one game suspension from playing or 
coaching the next match after receiving the third Sin-Bin. If a player or coach 
subsequently receives a fourth Sin-Bin or more a one game suspension will be 
issued the following week of play, until the completion of the competition.  

3.8 Reports of unacceptable behaviour may be dealt with by BANL in accordance 
with BNSW Judiciary and Code of Conduct procedures. 

3.9 Hanging on the ring, backboard or net may result in a technical foul as per the 
FIBA rules of basketball. 

3.10 Players, coaches and managers exhibiting a loss of control which compromises 
the safety of themselves and or others may be dismissed from the court by the 
referee, venue supervisor or any other BANL official. 

 

4. Bond 

4.1 Each Club or team applying to enter a team or teams in any competition 
conducted by BANL shall first lodge a Bond with BANL at the rate prescribed by 
BANL from time-to-time (refer the Appendix 1 - BANL 2010 Team Fees 
Schedule).  Additional bond / s are not required in subsequent seasons, except 
where the prescribed rate is altered. 

4.2 The Bond shall be retained by BANL, until such time as the Club or team 
ceases to participate in the competitions conducted by BANL and an application 
is received in writing from the Club or team for the return of the Bond.  Refunds 
will be made, subject to the prior settlement by the Club or team of all monies 
owing to BANL. 

4.3 The Bond may be appropriated towards any amount owed by the Club or team 
to BANL.  Until the amount is paid and Bond reinstated, the Club or team is not 
allowed to participate in any manner or in any competition run by BANL. 

4.4 Where outstanding monies, such as a deposit, team nomination fee or other 
charge, is owed to BANL by a Club or team and that money has not been 
deducted from the bond, that Club's or team’s, players or officials shall not be 
permitted to participate in any manner or in any relation to any competition or 
event conducted by BANL, until the monies have been paid. 

 
 

5. Team nomination 

5.1 All Junior Competition teams are required to be members of a BANL Affiliated 
Club,  

5.2 Senior Competition Teams may be independent or members of a BANL 
Affiliated Club 

5.3 Nominations will only be accepted from Clubs or teams that have no 
outstanding financial obligations with the BANL. 

5.4 Teams must nominate a minimum of seven (7) players to be permitted to enter 
any competition. 

5.5 To participate in any BANL basketball game, all players’ names must be listed 
on their nominated team roster, on file at BANL. 

5.6 Any new players must be added to the team roster, by the team contact, within 
forty-eight (48) hours of their initial participation.  Failure to do so will result in 
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all such games not counting toward player eligibility for final series (refer 
clause 2). 

5.7 Use of an unregistered player constitutes a forfeit (twenty (20) point loss and 
minus three (-3) competition points) if applicable to the competition. 

5.8 A player playing under an alias or another players name constitutes a forfeit 
(twenty (20) point loss and minus three (-3) competition points). 

5.9 If a team promotes or demotes any player with the intention of creating an 
unfair advantage, or, adversely affects the equity of the competition as 
determined by BANL, the game will be regarded as a forfeit (i.e., -3 points).   

5.10 The team contact must be over 18 years of age. 
 

6. Grading 

6.1 Teams will be graded into divisions of comparable ability. Teams may be re-
graded during the competition if completed matches scores indicate 
continuous score disparities. Discussion can be arranged between the team 
contact and BANL Operations Manager to discuss grading and if required, the 
General Manager’s decision will be final. 

6.2 If, in the interest of a fair and enjoyable competition, a team may be graded 
into a higher division or age group. 

7. Game fees 

7.1 All game fees must be paid prior to the team taking the court. 
7.2 All other monies owed to the Association, including amounts in arrears (fines), 

must be paid prior to the team taking the court. 
 

8. Game timing 

8.1 Games will start on time.  The clock is to be started by the Referee at the 
scheduled time or as soon as practical, with a minimum three (3) minute warm-
up. 

8.2 A match will be forfeited if a team does not have a minimum of four (4) players 
on court ready to play by the ten (10) minute mark after the scheduled game 
start time. 

8.3 The clock will not be stopped or reset for the commencement of the game. 
8.4 Should the minimum number of players take the court ready to play, before the 

expiration of ten (10) minutes, the game will proceed with the clock at the 
current time remaining and the offending team shall be penalised on the 
scoreboard at half time two (2) points per minute or part thereof that the team 
was unable to commence playing as specified in clause 7.2. 

8.5 Timing for all Divisions/Age Groups 
 2 x 20 minute halves with a running clock 
 2 minute halftime 
 1 time out (50 secs) per team per half (clock stops) 
 The last minute of play will be fully timed should the score differential between 

the teams be ten (10) points or less. 
8.6 Timing for Semi Finals 
 As above, plus In the event of a tie, an extra period of three (3) minutes will be 

played. 
8.7 Timing for Grand Finals 
 As above, plus each team is entitled to 2 time outs in the second half. 
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9. Game forfeits 

 
9.1 Teams are allowed to commence a match with only four (4) registered team 

members. 
9.2 Teams failing to take the court due to insufficient player numbers at the 

scheduled starting time will lose two (2) points for each minute late to a 
maximum of ten minutes at which time the game will be declared an un-notified 
forfeit. 

9.3 Teams may draw on players from lower grade teams to make up to 5 players. 
9.4 Any players drawn from other teams must be substituted at the earliest 

convenience when eligible players arrive. 
9.5 A player may only play to prevent a forfeit with the same team three (3) times. If 

the player plays again with the same team after the third time they will remain 
with the higher grade team and be ineligible to play with their original team. 

9.6 Should a team forfeit, their opposition will be awarded a 20 (twenty) to 0 (zero) 
point victory and 3 (three) competition points.  The forfeiting team will be 
awarded 0 (zero) competition points where the forfeit is not notified, or 1 (one) 
point, as a loss, if the forfeit is advised as per clause 8.4. 

9.7 Members of the winning team are entitled to a refund of the game playing fees. 
9.8 Members of the forfeiting team must pay their game fees. 
9.9 To notify of an impending forfeit and avoid a forfeit fine in the competition, 

teams must contact the office before noon on the previous working week day 
prior to game day.  The notified forfeit game will be recorded as a loss and the 
team will be fined in accordance with BANL 2010 Team Fees Schedule. 

9.10 Any team forfeiting without notification will lose three (3) competition points and 
be fined in accordance with BANL 2010 Team Fees Schedule.  For the third 
offence in any competition period the team will be dismissed from the 
competition. 

9.11 All club fines must be paid before the due date of the club’s following month’s 
invoice. 

9.12 Independent teams must pay all fines prior to their next competition game. 
9.13 Non payment of forfeit fines will result in the forfeiting team’s subsequent 

match/s being shown as a twenty (20) to zero (0) point loss until the fine is 
settled. 

9.14 To appeal against a forfeit, a team must lodge a written objection accompanied 
by payment of the forfeit fine, before their next scheduled game, to the General 
Manager. The forfeit fine will be returned if the appeal is upheld. 

 

10. Uniform 

10.1 All team members must be correctly uniformed before taking the court. 
10.2 All singlets must be numbered front and back with the same coloured numbers 

contrasting to the uniform colour.  Numbers must be at least twenty centimetres 
(20cm) high on the back and ten centimetres (10cm) high on the front. 

10.3 All team members require matching uniform (singlet and shorts). 
10.4 T-shirts of the same colour worn under a singlet are permissible. 
10.5 In the interest of safety, shorts with pockets (i.e., cargo style pants) are not 

permitted as part of uniform, even if worn inside out.  Venue Supervisors have 
the right to stop a player if they feel the shorts are dangerous. 

10.6 A penalty for players contravening any of these rules will apply, the penalty will 
be 2 points  per rule contravened up to a maximum of (10) points  per team 
posted on the scoreboard at half time.  
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10.7 Teams have three (3) week leeway from the commencement of the competition 
to comply with uniform requirements.  Teams are required to contact the 
Operations Manager to request an extension.  Proof that uniforms have been 
ordered will be required. 

10.8 In case of a clash with team uniform colours, the second named team in the 
draw must either provide an alternate coloured uniform or hire the Association’s 
alternate uniform.  This should be coordinated prior to the start of the game with 
the Venue Supervisor. 

10.9 To ensure safety, fingernails must be kept short or the offender will be directed 
to cut them, to the official’s satisfaction.  Gloves and taping are not permitted. 

10.10 Objects that could cut or cause abrasion are not permitted.  These could include 
headgear, hair accessories and jewellery. 

10.11 The following items are not permitted - finger, hand, wrist, elbow or forearm 
guards, gloves, casts or braces made of leather, plastic, pliable plastic, metal or 
any other hard substance, even if covered with soft padding. 

10.12 The following are permitted:  shoulder, upper arm, thigh or lower leg protective 
equipment if the material is sufficiently padded; knee braces if they are properly 
covered; protector for an injured nose, even if made of hard material; spectacles 
if they do not pose a danger to other players; and, headbands, maximum of five 
centimetres (5cm) in width, made of non-abrasive, unicolour cloth, pliable 
plastic or rubber. 

10.13 All equipment used by players must be appropriate for the game.  Any 
equipment that is designed to increase a player’s height or reach, or in any 
other way give an unfair advantage, is not permitted. 

 
 

11. Competition point structure 

11.1 Win  – three (3) points 
 Draw  – two (2) points 
 Loss  – one (1) point 
 Bye  – two (2) points 
11.2 Non-notified Forfeit or a Duty Forfeit minus three (-3) points.  
11.3 The position of each team in their respective competitions ladder will be 

deemed as final. Previously the actual ladder position was calculated by total 
competition points divided by scheduled games played. Byes will now be 
allocated 2 points, as such no calculations will be required and the accumulated 
points for wins, losses, draws and byes will indicate team positions on their 
respective competition ladders. 

 

12. Playoffs and finals 

12.1 A player must play a minimum of 40% of the total games played to qualify for 
playoffs, (refer clause 2.3).  

12.2 Eligibility for finals will be determined by assessment of the scoresheets 
12.3 Individuals failing to qualify may apply for a special dispensation to the BANL 

Board at least three (3) weeks prior to the first playoff game.  The application 
must include reason and all relevant documentation.  Favourable consideration 
will only be given in exceptional circumstances. 

12.4 A Miniball player (this includes Rookies at BANL) must play a minimum of one 
game to qualify for playoffs. 

12.5 To prevent a forfeit in a playoff or final, clubs may draw upon a player from a 
lower age group within their own club. 
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13. Promotion and relegation 

13.1 After final standings have been determined for the competition, teams will face 
promotion, or relegation, for the next competition, subject to that move not being 
more than one (1) grade. 

13.2 Teams competing in their grade’s grand final may qualify for the next highest 
grade.  The bottom two (2) teams on the ladder may face relegation to the next 
lowest grade. 

13.3 For the purposes of this rule, a team is considered to be the same as a team 
entered in a previous competition if four (4) or more of its players are the same. 

 

14. Duty team 

14.1 Every team must provide competent personnel for Duty and must be able to 
cover all duty areas, if the need arises (1 scorer and 1 time keeper). 

14.2 Teams may be called upon, from time to time, to perform referee duties.  
14.3 Duty Forfeit - Failure to fulfil Duty requirements will constitute a duty forfeit, 

which incurs a penalty of minus three (- 3) competition points. 
 

15. Ring height and ball size 

15.1 All matches will be played on 10’ (3,050mm) rings in height. This rule does not 
apply to any Miniball or Rookies programs. 

15.2 The size of the ball shall be in accordance with FIBA Guidelines 
Size 6 – All female competitions, U/12 & U/14 Boys 
Size 7 – All other competitions 

 

16. Overdue representative fees 

16.1 Players who have not paid their representative fees or alternatively made 
payment arrangements with the General Manager by the due date appearing on 
a fee instalment notice may, be suspended from all competitions run by the 
Newcastle Basketball Association.  Please note that if a suspended player 
participates in a Representative, Junior Club or Senior Social game, team 
points for that game will be forfeited by the team. 

16.2 Suspended senior players and parents of junior players will be notified in writing 
by BANL prior to the commencement of a suspension. 

 
 

17. BANL Game Provisions 

 
17.1 BANL will provide for all competitions; a) Court allocation for competition 

games; b) An approved game ball; c) Provide equipment for the efficient scoring 
of a game, this will include electronic visual score board equipment and 
scoresheets; and d) BANL will endeavour to provide a minimum of one (1) 
qualified referee to officiate the game. Where practicable and available, two (2) 
referees will be allocated to games.  
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Junior Competition By-Laws 
 

18. Player Transfer Rules 

 
 

18.1 Players may transfer between clubs or teams in between, but not during 
competitions. 

18.2 A player wishing to transfer must complete a BANL Request for Transfer 
Application form. 

18.3 A player may not transfer between competing clubs/groups during the course of 
the competition, except in extenuating circumstances. 

18.4 If a team with which a player registers, subsequently withdraws from the 
competition, a player may make a request to the General Manger for a transfer 
to another club/team. 

18.5 Transfers will be granted as long as there are no financial issues between the 
club and team and player in that is there are no outstanding monies or property 
owed to the club or team. 

18.6 Players wishing to transfer to another Club during a competition must be 
cleared by their old Club and the transfer must be approved in writing by the 
BANL General Manager.  All transfer decisions will be arrived at, in consultation 
with Club Presidents: 

18.7 In extenuating circumstances or where clubs are in dispute over a transfer then 
the General Manager will adjudicate and the decision will be final. 

 

19. Age specific rules 

 
19.1 All Junior Competitions 

19.1.1 BANL advises that teams are required to play man to man defence to 
enhance the individual skill and development of players. 

19.1.2 The Basketball NSW No Zone Policy will be implemented by BANL.  It states 
“A coach who is found to be using static half court Zone Defence shall be 
penalised by a technical foul in the first instance and then a disqualifying 
technical foul on the second.”  This rule is to be policed by the Venue & 
Referee Supervisors. 

19.1.3 In 2010 this rule shall be enforced in age groups U/17 and below. 
19.1.4 As of 2011, all age groups will enforce the No Zone Policy 
19.1.5 Any team that establishes a lead of thirty (30) points will be subject to the 

‘Mercy Ruling’.  The ruling will be implemented by the following: 
 

19.1.5.1 Game referees will inform the score bench and both teams when the 
‘Mercy Ruling’ is being enforced; 

19.1.5.2 The score of the winning team will not be displayed on the scoreboard 
in excess of a thirty (30) point lead, however it will continue to be 
recorded on the score sheet; 

19.1.5.3 The winning team will not defend any opposing player in the back court, 
allowing the opposition to advance the ball to the centre court line.  
Should the losing team still have difficulty advancing the ball, the 
winning team will not defend any player until they have advanced to the 
three point line in the front court;  and 

 
19.1.5.4 Any coach or team refusing to abide to the ‘Mercy Ruling’ will be asked 
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by the Venue Supervisor or Operations Manager to comply.  Any team 
still refusing will be penalised with a Bench Technical foul. 

 
19.1.6 Should a further technical foul be required for breaching the ‘Mercy 

Rule’, the game will be recorded as a forfeit, (20 point loss) and the 
team shall be penalised three (3) competition points. 

 
19.1.7 The decision of the Venue Supervisor or Operations Manager will be 

final. 
 

19.2 Under 12 
 
19.2.1 Free throws taken from the designated line marked in front of the standard 

free-throw line. 
19.2.2 No three point baskets. 
19.2.3 Teams ahead by ten (10) or more points may not play a full court man to man 

defence (opposition players may not be defended until they cross the centre 
line). 

 

Appendix 1 – 2010 Team Fee Schedule Correct as at 5 th March 2010. 

Competition Team Nomination Game Fee Notified Forfeit Non-Notified  
Forfeit  

U/12 $22 – Autumn 
$66 – Winter 

$44 $28 $56 

U/14 
$22 – Autumn 
$66 – Winter $56 $36 $72 

U/17 $22 – Autumn 
$66 – Winter 

$56 $36 $72 

U/20 $22 – Autumn 
$66 – Winter 

$56 $36 $72 

Seniors 
$55 per comp 
new teams 
$55 Bond 

$66 $44 $77 

BNSW REGISTRATION  Age  Amount  Year of Birth  

JUNIOR 12-17 $72.00 
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 
1997, 1998 

SENIOR 18 AND OVER $82.00 1992 and earlier 

MINIBALL  8-11 $60.00 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 
1ST YEAR PLAYER MINIBALL REGO 25% DISCOUNT - $45 
 
Others include non-playing volunteers, administrators, coaches, managers & supporters  
 
REFEREES Any $60 Any 
OTHERS Any $20 Any 
NEWCASTLE 
BASKETBALL MEMBER 

Any $11.00 Any 

Association membership affiliates with the Basketball Association of Newcastle Limited only  
(not NSW Basketball or Basketball Australia) 

All registration categories are valid for 12 months. All prices include GST 
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